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NEWS FIRST LOOK

Crossrail veteran Ewan McLean
has been appointed chief architect
for the central London section of
the £16 billion Crossrail project.

McLean has worked for Cross-
rail twice before Ð first in 1993,
and then in 2000. He has also
worked on the Jubilee Line Exten-
sion, the Thameslink 2000 project
Ð where he was employed as lead
architect by US firm Bechtel Ð and
the Victoria station upgrade.

McLean joins the Crossrail Cen-
tral consortium Ð the team fea-
turing Bechtel, French rail spe-
cialist Systra and Halcrow Ð from
Canary Wharf Group, where he
was senior design manager.

His role will involve making
sure the designs for the seven cen-
tral London stations Ð Padding-
ton, Bond Street, Tottenham
Court Road, Farringdon, Liver-
pool Street, Whitechapel and Cus-
tom House Ð meet their budgets.

A Crossrail Central spokes-
woman said: ªCrossrail Central's
chief architect will help manage

the delivery of these designs. [He]
will also be responsible for ensur-
ing consistency of architecture
designs.º

Les Sparks, the chairman of
Cabe's dedicated Crossrail design
panel, said it was good to ensure
architecture was not coming sec-
ond to engineering. 

ªCrossrail is a project that
involves architecture as well as
engineering and we wouldn't wish
to think the architectural aspects
of Crossrail are being ignored in-
house,º he added.

Cabe is due to begin the next
phase of its station design review
in April. It is still to pass judgment
on Custom House, Whitechapel,
Liverpool Street and Paddington.

Crossrail Central
hires chief architect
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Two ªuniqueº steel-framed houses
in north London that are under
threat of demolition have been
narrowly refused listed status.

The single-storey houses, built
by architects Robin Spence and

Robin Webster for themselves
between 1978 and 1981, were put
forward for grade II* listing by the
Twentieth Century Society. 

The houses, 2c and 2d Belsize
Park Gardens, described in Pevs-
ner's Buildings of England as ªan 
elegantly minimal¼ bold demon-
stration of a radically different
form of housingº, were turned
down by the Department for 
Culture Media & Sport after Eng-
lish Heritage refused to back their
listing.

In its report on the houses,
which also appear in Neil Jackson's
book The Modern Steel House,
EH said: ª2c and 2d are, it appears
uniquely, an inward-facing mir-
rored pair [of steel-framed
houses], harking back to Mies'
court houses of the 1930s.º

EH recognised the buildings 

for ªtheir significance in the 
evolution of the steel-framed
house in Englandº and their con-
tribution to ªa rich sequence of
post-war houses in north London,
which includes listed examples of
buildings designed by architects
for themselvesº.

But even though the buildings'
foundations are more than 30
years' old, EH ruled that their rel-
atively recent construction meant
both houses had to demonstrate 
ªa very high level of intactnessº Ð
something that they failed to do.

Spence and Webster were best
known for their unrealised 
competition-winning design for
an extension to the Houses of
Parliament.

Webster went on to become
head of the Scott Sutherland
School of Architecture and now
practises in Glasgow. 

Spence, who now practices
under the name Robin Spence
Architects in West Sussex, said 
the houses were ªtypologically
uniqueº. 

He added: ªThere is nothing
that replicates the floor plan 
of the houses we designed in the
UK, Europe or the United States.
The detailing of the building is
also unique.

ªWe had to sell up in 1992. My
practice lost all its work and we
didn't have any alternative. We'd
mortgaged the houses to pay for
the practice.º

The houses are threatened by
plans to build two new homes on
the site.

Featherstone Young was provided with images of Alvar Aalt o's work as inspiration for its design.

Featherstone Young has won
planning permission for an
£800,000 family house on 
the outskirts of the small
village of Wing in Rutland.

The 335sq m limestone
house features two wings
arranged around a central
courtyard to accommodate
the changing needs of the
clients.

The main wing houses the
master bedroom, a second
bedroom or study space 
and the main living space.
The smaller wing contains
further bedrooms.

Featherstone Young 
was formed last autumn by
Sarah Featherstone and her
partner and former AHMM
staff member, Jeremy Young.

The clients, a couple 
with two sons, originally
commissioned three different
architects to design ideas 

for the site before selecting
Featherstone Young.   

ªThey sent lots of images of
designs that they like Ð there
was quite a bit of Alvar Aalto Ð
and we felt quite in tune with
them,º said Featherstone.

ªWhen the client decided 
to appoint us there was an
assumption that this plot 
of land within the village
settlement would be fine. 

ªBut when we made contact
with the planners, they actually
didn't think we would be
successful putting any house 
on the site, let alone a modern
house.º

The practice took a two-stage
approach to win the planners
over, first gaining outline
approval to secure the principle
of a new house on the site.

Construction of the house,
which features a sedum roof, is
due to start on site this autumn. 

Featherstone Young takes flight
with two-winged Rutland house

Ewan McLean
As chief
architect he will
be responsible
for ensuring
consistency 
of designs.

EH: ªhouses hark back to Mies.º

The limestone house (above) features two wings positioned
around a central courtyard (below).
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1 Entrance porch
2 Dog room
3 Bedrooms
4 Kitchen/dining
5 Courtyard
6 Main living room
7 TV room
8 Terrace
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